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Mel Tillis, Sun. 


p 
The Zoran Shrine Wheelehais jt 
Club. presents * country i imusie 
composer, singer. humorist Me} 
Tillisin two shows this Sunday 
at the Shrine Temple. unii 
Perhaps” best known’ as the 
writer of “Detroit City” and 
“Ruby, ‘Don't Take Your. Love 


fto Town,” Tillis is billed as j-st 


“songwriter; singer. comedian, 
pelted ane Total Enter- 
taimer’ who has pleased 
millions with his songs., and 
F Sood-humored acceptance of a 
handicap which has helped. his 


S achievements. 


He's that: stuttering pinget 
|who doesn’s stutter when he 


.| sings, but whose casual com- 


“ments on 


< 


his early life -and 
\careet are delivered in a warm, 
;modest,: engaging -and enter: 
| taining good manner -that wins 
dhis audience and brings laughter 
‘and good cheer. i 

l For they can laugh with him | 


‘more for ‘the, 


| 
i 
ac 
E it represents.. 
His. own recollection. of , the 
start of his musical-career sets 
the ‘tone for some of his com- 
ments. “I started. singing | pro-; 
fessionally in 1956." Tilli s 
reports. ‘It was the. time when | 
Elvis’ Presley was hot. I mean 
real hot. Why, I ask you, mania | 
anybody. want to,buy a Mel 
Tillis, record when. they could 
get one by Elvis?“ we 
Well, things have changed: a 
bit since the middle. 1950s. Elvis, 
at last: report, was still doing 
OK. But,-so is Tillis who has his 
own, song publishing company. 
Sawgrass Music, with a stafi; of 
several contract writers ; rand 
contributions of material from a 
number of free-lance writers. 
His songs have won upwards 
of two dozen awards; he does 
about 200 shows annually; has 
appeared regularly on the Glen 


Jand his interrupted :speech, and | Campbell CBS television show; 
k en joy his stutterless „singing all, has appeared a numtber ‘of times 


t 


‘Kon other TV shows irteluding the 
1 Mike Douglas show ‘and others: 


made a pilot for’ ‘syndicated 


{series of his own! records for 


i 


| MGM Records, and enjoys life | 


i with his wite and'children on a 
! acre “plot ‘insu burb an 
! Nashville, Tenn. ® where” they 


live’ in a arm- type” 14- room 


house 


j 


His stutter’ dates pack to A! 


} bout with malaria when he was 
Cea years old. He was a 


: 


“sickly kid . It was during 


tthe Great Depression and we 
were 'poor. Noneof us was eat- 
ing too well. I was susceptible to 
jall kinds of diseases and ail- 


‘| ments.” 


i 
tj 


Some people thought the stut- 


‘tering was an emotional 


4 problem and would-go away. “I 
j took a lot of razzing and it was 
| embarrassing.” 


It didn't go away and, in the 


“songwriter, singer “comedian, 
ees “aes Total Enter- 
tainer** who has pleased! 

É millions: with his songs. and 
<] £00d-humored acceptance of a 
{handicap whichehas helped)-his 
achievements.) -z 4 negitl 


He’s | that: stuttering 4 singer 
1 who ' doesn’s stutter when: he 
$ sings; but whose casualeom:- 
| ments on his early life .and 
¥ career are delivered in a warm, 

modest," engaging sand — entery 
“\taining good manner, that wins 


| (at last. geport, was still daing 


uw A 


Elvis Presley was bot. I mean | 
real hot. Why, I ask. you, would | 


anybody. want to, buy a Mel 


| Tillis, record whemyithey cog 


get one by Elvis?itd: ; 
Well, things -have changed. 3 | 
bit since the middle. 1956s. a | 


OK: But,,s0.is Tillis who has hi 
own, song. publishing company. 
Sawgrass Musig, with a staf fer 
several contract. writers’ And 
contributions of material fré?h a 
number of free-lance wri 

His songs have. won tpwards 


f his audience and brings, laughter | of two dozen awards: he does 
and good cheer. ayi about 200 shows arity Kas 
$ For they can laugh with him | ppeared regularly’ of ‘the Glen | 
[jand his interrupted «speech, and | | Campbell CBS élevisfon show? | 
«enjoy his stutterless ‘Singing all | ‘has appeared a nuiiber'of times 
eather ‘on other TV shows: fidluding the 
1 Mike Douglas shoW “and-otfers: 
i made a pilot for" w ‘syndicated 
series of ‘his own! records ‘for. 
i MGM Records; and enjoys life | 
f {with hig wile and'children on a 
i inacre “plot ii suburban 
Nashville, Tena. S% where they 
live in a “farm- type" 14-room 
house 
His stutter dates back to a 
bout with malaria when he was | 
Gg ait old. He was a) 
“sickly kid . It was during | 
Jiné Great Depression and we! 
} were? oor. “Noneiof us was eat- 
i ing too well. I was susceptible to 
jall kinds of diseases and ail- 
‘ men 
J Some people thought the stut- 
{tering was an emotional 
| problem and would:go away. “I 
took a lot of razzing and it was 
į embarrassing.” 
r It didn't go away and, in the 
long run. Mel is glad it didn't. i 
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MEL,TILLAS and the Sensatioñal Statesiders, Wi be jn Terre Haute Sunday as the Mel Tillis , | 
Show is presented at the Shrine Temple in {wo performances, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., sponsored by $ 
the. Zorah Shrine Wheelchatr Club, Tillis, sweet smiger and songwriter, of country music — and j! 
tistwitering speaker with homespun humor — is a graduate of the Dike “od Paducah Show of 5 | 
rs ago and more recently has appeared an numerous music and talk NHows while traveling `` 
for, about 200 personal appearances ‘annually, He has written over 1,000 songs with about half 


ol them recorded, among the latter, “Detroit City” and “Ruby, Don’t Jake Your Love, fo 
Bown > ee wort ee ae 


| Hig‘ Story cortimies, “As I got 
j older, 2 went to several speech 
| schools. I was a lonesome, — 
j dissatisfied human) being until 

1956. Io had® been. to the 
\University’ of | Florida. f 
"University of Miami, and 

University:of Tampa” (he was a, 
[iign enough football player ia f 

high «échool | to receive 
Í scholarships). : 

“L stried - all their speech 
courses. Fortunately—Ican say 
Í that: now and Smilggnons of 

them worked. 

Í “In 1956.1 got tired of running. 

I decided to live with the stut-f 
i tering. 

“I had. been unable to meet |i 

f} people, afraid to get up in front 

lof, an audience, T even had a 
[fear of answering a telephone. 

‘Let tell’ you: it is better 
to. face” the- stuttering- than 
to run from’ it.” 

“My life sincé 1956 has éhang- 
ed.'I think I'm a’ well- -adjusted 

J person tôday. ; 133) 

“Stuttering has beei a ‘bless- 

| ing in disguise. I now’ realize it 

| makes me different than other 

ple z o niru 

| A native of ‘Tampa, Flac: has 
‘come a -long way from the 
strawberry patch in Pahokee. 
Fla., where he was working 
when he discovered that Elvis 

| was tough’ competition. 

| And one of his stops in- his 
travels will be Sunday's Shrine 
show which will help support; 
the well-known Shrine crippled 
children’s hospitals, and burn} 
centers. ` a 

‘And, somehow, that seems ap- 
propriate. à M 
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Whitetails Unlimited 


ions l 


group plans batiquét 


The aut ¥en ria of 
Whitetails Unlimited will conduct 
its first-ever banquet at 6 p.m. Nov. 
7 at Adami’s Restaurant in Clay 
County. — 

. Dinner will e at 7:30 p.m. 

= A charge for the dinner makes 
‘one eligible for a one-year 
membership in the organization 
and door prizes. . 

Whitetails Unlimited is a not-for- 
profit ‘national organization de- 
dicated to sound deer management 


principles. WTU is involved in an 
assortment of different programs, 
including a wildlife reflector pro- 
gram, habitat redevelopment pro- 
grams, winter feeding projects, 
educational programs and a na- 
tional film library. 

The Wabash Valley chapter con- 
ducted its first meeting in March, 
with 65 persons attendi = img: 

Persons interested in the ban- 
quet should call L.T. Clark at 
443-3881 or Gary Wolf at 448-3759. 
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